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ACTION EUR-25 

INFO OCT-01 IO-14 ISO-OO SSO-OO NSCE-00 USIE-00 INRE-00 
CIAE-00 PM-07 H-03 INR-11 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-07 PA-04 
RSC-01 PRS-01 SP-03 SS-20 SAM-01 NEA-14 DRC-01 EURE-00 
/1 16 W 

106943 

O R 241640Z JUL 74 

FM AMEMBASSY NICOSIA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 9067 

INFO AMEMBASSY ATHENS 

AMEMBASSY ANKARA 

AMEMBASSY LONDON 

USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 

USMISSION NATO BRUSSELS 

USCINCEUR 

USEUCOM 

USDOCOSOUTH 

DIA WASHDC DI-5 

UNCLAS NICOSIA 1735 

E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: PFOR PINT CY 

SUBJECT: CLERIDES PRESS CONFERENCE 

1. AT 1000 RPT 1000 LOCAL ACTING PRESIDENT CLERIDES MET 
PRESS, WITH FOREIGN MINISTER DIMITRIOU CONSPICUOUSLY AT 
HIS SIDE. HE COVERED FOLLOWING TOPICS, ACCORDING CBC 
RADIO AND VO A CORRESPONDENTS NOTES. 

2. SUCCESSION. CLERIDES STRESSED THAT HE HAD SUCCEEDED 
SAMPSON RPT SAMPSON AS THE CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHT. HE 
STRESSED HE WAS NOT A 

PERMANENT PRESIDENT", AND THAT 

HE WOULD BE HIS OWN MAN IN CARRYING OUT HIS RESPONSIBILITIES 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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(BY IMPLICATION, HE WOULD NOT FOLLOW DICTATES OF NATIONAL 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


GUARD). SAID HE HAD ASKED SAMPSON MINISTERS TO REMAIN. 

3. MAKARIOS. CLERIDES GINGERLY FIELDED A NUMBER OF 
QUERIES ON MAKARIOS' STATUS. SAID HE HAD HAD NO CONTACT WITH 
MAKARIOS, BUT ADVISED THAT IT WOULD BE "VERY UNWISE" FOR 
MAKARIOS RETURN TO CYPRUS NOW. SIAD THAT PEOPLE WOULD DECIDE 
BY ELECTIONS IF MAKARIOS SHOULD RETURN TO POWER. LEFT IT FOR 
UN TO DECIDEWHO REPRESENTSCYPRUS THERE. 

4. ELECTIONS. CLERIDES STRONGLY SUPPORTED ELECTIONS ASAP 
AND NOT LATER THAN FEW MONTHS. NOTE: CONSTITUTION CALLS 
FOR ELECTIONS WITHIN 45 DAYS AFTER ASSUMPTION OF DUTIES BY 
ACTING PRESIDENT.) 

5. GREECE. AVOIDING ANY COMMENT ON RECENT CHANGES IN GOGREECE, 
CLERIDES CITED ABSOLUTE NEED FOR CLOSE AND FRIENDLY ATHENS- 
NICOSIA RELATIONS. IMPLIED HE WOULD MEET NEW GREEK 
LEADERSHIP. 

6. CEASEFIRE. CLERIDES CITED HIS MOST URGENT TASK AS 
OBTAINING STRICK ADHERENCE TO CEASEFIRE. PERCEIVED TURK 
DESIRE FOR THIS. BUT NOTED THAT TURK MOVEMENTS SINCE CEASE- 
FIRE HAD CREATED DANGEROUS SITUATION. 

7. GENEVA TALKS. CLERIDES RULED OUT GOCYPRUS PARTICIPATION 
AT THIS STATE, BUT SAID WOULD RECONSIDER IF ISSUE IS DISCUSSION 
ON CYPRUS 

PROBLEM. 

DAVIES 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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